The place of life in our theories.
This paper looks at the difficulty of finding a place for life in our theories of the world. Commonly in science one makes a distinction between appearance and reality, and science aims to find the reality underneath the appearances. However, as science currently understands reality, life is not a property of reality. Thus, either we have misunderstood reality, for living things appear to exist, or 'life' is not real, but simply a prejudice of unscientific common-sense. Neither option is easy to accept. The idea of emergence is investigated to see whether it can get us off the horns of this dilemma, but it is seen that it cannot, both theoretically, and practically, in the case of ecology. Finally it is noted that abandoning the appearance-reality distinction is a radical option which would mean a new conceptualization of science. The reasons for this are briefly indicated.